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exercise control over the social and religious life of the com-
munity in a way which the State can never emulate* This
holds not only in southern India with its predominantly
Hindu population but also in northern India and in areas
where the Muslims predominate.

The continuity in the economic and political life of the
Indian village community has had its effect on social habits
as well. Here the results have been on the whole undesirable.
Rigidity of the economic forms has not only prevented the
growth of wealth but also made for a rigidity of temper which
resists reform and innovation. It is not surprising that
peasant communities the world over have been characterised
by a conservative and narrow outlook. Trade and com-
merce not only make for a quick turnover of material goods,
they also lead to circulation of ideas and a readiness for
accepting novelty and change. In India, the agricultural
economy and village communes have combined to make
the average villager conservative and inert. They have
also tended to break the sense of national solidarity and
weaken the capacity for united political action. We find in
India the strange paradox that, in spite of a strong con-
sciousness of cultural unity, the people have suffered
from a deficiency in the instinct of unified national political
action.

The strength and the weakness of Indian culture in
its social aspects can be best studied in the institution
of caste. The criticisms against caste are obvious, It has
broken up the unity of Indian life. It has prevented the
growth of democracy. Among the higher castes, it has
engendered snobbishness and pride. Among the lower
castes, it has induced a spirit of inferiority and servility*
Among all sections of the people, it has hindered the develop-
ment of a common humanity. In spite of these and other
valid criticisms against caste, it must nevertheless be
conceded that the institution owed its origin to a spirit oi
toleration an,d accommodation.